Silver Moments

RIVERSIDE CHAPTER 237 AARP NEWSLETTER
June/July 2025

CHAPTER MEETINGS/PROGRAMS

We meet on the first Saturday of every month (except January when we are dark) at the Goeske Center at
9:30 a.m. for fellowship and then our program at 10 a.m.

June 7

We will be welcoming back Robert Martinez a guitarist and vocalist. With over 40 years of experience, he
has been singing at various events including weddings, clubs, private parties, and retirement homes and
senior living facilities in the Inland Empire, and is now braving the stage at the Janet Goeske Center. He has
indicated that it gives him great pleasure to perform in front of the more mature audiences he has met. His
repertoire is extensive and diverse including country music, 50 and 60 era songs, and captivating folk.

July 5

Our speaker will be the Deputy Public Works Director of the City of Riverside, Nathan Mustafa, PE,TE,
AICP, MBA. The Public Works Department includes numerous services that affect the lives of the residents
of the city and include, but not limited, to the following: Parking; Traffic Engineering; Trees and Landscap-
ing; Trash and Recycling; Sewer; Survey and Land Records; and Engineering.

Due to the many subjects that may be touched upon at the meeting, we have asked the speaker to extend
our usual 30 minutes to 45 minutes (more or less). There will be no entertainment segment.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Remember last Newsletter | mentioned about several members who are “moving” out of Riverside? Well, guess who is “moving”
now!! We shared at the April and May General meetings, that |, the office staff and the Chapter Board, have decided to close the
AARP Chapter office space at Calvery Presbyterian Church by May 29th. We are NOT shutting down the chapter! It will continue for
now...

Several factors have contributed to this big decision:
- Rent keeps going up each year
- Annual Income has decreased — membership, tours, fundraisers, and donations
- Office staff is dwindling
- No foot-traffic — no real reason for members to come to the office
- Office business is computerized where it can be done from our homes.

Now this is nothing new for chapters, as not many have a physical office in the nation. We were the only ones in California. Our
chapter business will continue with our General meetings and Newsletters, but for now with Thora moving and Beth retiring, our
tour deptis closed. Please note on the back of this newsletter, that we have a new mailing address and contact phone number.

Now the fun part of this move has been finding boxes (and boxes) of binders with the minutes of EVERY Board meeting and Gen-
eral meeting that our Chapter 237 has had since its inception in September 9" of 1963. These are some of the fun things I've
learned:

- 8/31/63 — Mr. Roberts, AARP District Rep, extolled all the good reasons why we should have a chapter in Riverside CA. 14 per-
sons present. (Extolled means praise enthusiastically...we need that now!).

- There were two meetings a month. One very business, the next more social and service.

- By Nov 1963, they started a tour’s committee. The 1* trip was to the World’s Fair in New York! 3 buses went in Feb 1964. (note
that the tour leader was owner of a Tour company in town...there is a whole story to that!!).

- By Oct 1964 they started writing and sending out a monthly bulletin of activities. In Dec 1964, Dues were $S1 per yr, and there
were 392 members.

- It took them 5 years to write, approve and adopt the first Chapter Bylaws.

- In Jan 1966, they opened an office at 3639 University Ave.

-in Jan 1968 they started a Sign-in book as members came into a meeting — “Improving the Organization” step. Meetings were
held at Shamel Park, 1964-Fairmont Park Club House, then in 1966 went to Riverside Public Library.

Well, that was the first decade of Chapter 237! I'll share more in coming newsletters. I'll close with a slogan from our 1964 presi-
dent, Harry Sabin. “This organization should represent service to others, not merely how much each one can get out of it”. Ser-
vice to others is something I'd like to work on! Help me with suggestions please!

-Michelle Nichols, President
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Our original 1963 Chapter Charter signed 9-9-63
by the lady who started AARP, Ethel Andrus.

Inland Sound Chorus entertained us at the May Meeting



Enjoyed Marsaisa Byrd at our April Mtg.
Think we need an Opera performance!

Notice: Itis VERY important when you sign-in at our General Meetings, that you also check-in to the Goeske
Kiosk. Both our chapter and Goeske need full accurate counts of attendance to our meetings. We have se-
verely been lacking in both counts. The small counts, indicate to us and Goeske that we don’t need the large
room....but | know we do! So, lets get this count up! All AARP attendees, please check-in...Goeske mem-
bers can use their scan card or cell phone #. If you are not a Goeske member, but attend AARP meeting regu-
larly please go to the front desk and fill out a Participant/Patron form where you will receive a scan card, at
no cost. If you bring a first time guest, they can check-in as Guest. It enables Goeske to gain grants, which
pay for the facility, and provides emergency info if something were to happen while enjoying the facilities.
There is no cost. Goeske Memberships are optional for $20.00/year.

Fundraisers
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AARP RIVERSIDE CHAPTER 237

Thorsday Jume 12, 2025 .
Honrs: 11200 AM to 8:00 PAL

JOIN HABIT BURGER & GRILL IN SUPPORT OF

TUESDAY, JULY 8| 11:00AM - 9:00PM

Enter code when placing your order at the
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RENEE
LORRALIE
CAROLYN
DOLORES
CANDY
JOYCE
RITA
GLENDA
KAY
VIRGINIA
CAROL

Welcome New Members!

Rory Cheatham Susana Nemec Pamela Ritzler

JUNE
BERRY-JONES

BREGMAN

CHAMBERLAIN

CORNEJO
DOSS
EHLERS
McINTYRE
PADGETT
ROBERSON
SOTO
TOMSIC
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JULY
DUANE BALLARD
SHIRLEY BURNS
KATHRYN  BUTTACCIO
PAT DANIELS
MARLENE DeFRESE
RUTH DONAHOE
JOLIETTE DOUCET
JOAN HAYES
BUNNIE JANITELL
JANE JENNINGS
NANCY LANE
GILBERT MERAZ
ROBERT NAVEROSKI
SUSAN OWEN
BETH RICHARDS
PAMELA RITZLER
JUDY SMITH
JEAN STEVENSON
LESLIE SWOR
THORA ZIEGLER
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Donations:

June — Toiletries for Safe House — Soaps, shampoo, conditioner, tooth brushes & paste, deodorant, hair

brushes & combs, face cream, lotions — unopened!
July & August — School Supplies — Clorox wipes, colored paper, Ticonderoga pencils, construction paper,

Kleenex in boxes (not individual packages), Crayola crayons, scissors, white board markers, glue sticks, gift
cards to Target, Walmart or Staples.
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Help Needed: We are in immediate need of an Editor and Membership

keeper. Computer skills required. Please help to keep our organization

going.

TaxAide Update: Our office site closed out the tax season doing 163

returns. That is up from last year! Our 4 tax counselors, Karen, Rick,

Cathy and Michelle were excited to get many new members. Thank you

to those of you who shared with friends and families that our chapter

offers this service. Next year, we will continue offering the service by

appointment only, on Saturdays only. You can start calling for your ap-

pointment in January 2026.
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AFC Vacations Partnership:

For those of you who enjoy the tours established by AFC Vacations, they will continue honoring a commis-
sion to our chapter for our members (& family) who travel with them. When you book your trip, be sure to
let them know that you are a Riverside AARP Chapter 237 member. And please share with us at our General
Meetings, where you plan to go...maybe others will feel comfortable and go too. We have people going to
Yellowstone in July; Savannah in November, Campbell AARP Chapter is going to Santa Fe in November and I'll
be going to Brandywine & Poconos on Sept 28". Hope to see you there! If interested, contact Samantha

Heimlich, Group Sales Coordinator. (858) 481-8188 ext. 105.  We will have AFC Booklets at our monthly
meetings. *

We learned quite a bit of facts about
miniatures!
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CHAPTER INFORMATION

NATIONAL AARP ASSISTANCE

Address: P O Box 4474
Riverside, CA 92514
Telephone:  (951) 237-5806 (Leave message)

E-mail address: aarpriv237@gmail.com
Web site: AARPRiversideChapter237.org
Facebook: AARP Chapter 237-Riverside
Office hours: Closed permanently
Board of Directors Meetings for 2025:
Jan. 13, Mar. 10, May 12, Jul. 14, Sep. 8 & Nov. 10
Meetings begin at 12:45 pm
General Meetings:
When: 1* Saturday of the Month (dark January)
Time: 9:30am Hospitality, 10:00am Program
Where: Goeske Senior Center
Address: 5257 Sierra Street
(Corner of Streeter & Sierra)

Holidays—no mail delivery

June 19—Juneteenth
July 4—Independence Day

Automobile Insurance
Dental Insurance
Health Insurance
Legal Services

Life Insurance
Membership
Pharmacy

1-866-227-7466
1-866-583-2085
1-800-523-5800
1-866-330-0753
1-800-795-9990
1-888-687-2277
1-877-422-7719

NUMBERS OF INTEREST IN RIVERSIDE

Blindness Support Service (951) 341-9244
City of Riverside Information (951) 826-5311
Community Connect 211
CTAP (CA Telephone Access Prog.) 1-800-806-1191
Elder Fraud 1-800-476-7506
HELPline, Riverside County (951) 686-HELP
Janet Goeske Center (951) 351-8800
Meals on Wheels (951) 683-7151
Office on Aging (951) 867-3800
Senior Legal Hotline 1-800-222-1753
Senior Transportation Services (951) 687-8080
Y.A.N.A. Program 1-888-338-9455

“Silver Moments” is published bimonthly by
AARP Riverside Chapter #237, Editor: Dee Keoski
Printed by Uribe Printing, Inc
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